Claire Borczuch

Alternative Service-Learning Activity

Apple Tree Matching Activity

Targeted skills: This activity will allow children to use academic/cognitive skills to match and
recognize shapes, numbers, and/or symbols. It is important for young children to recognize
shapes, numbers, and symbols, so that they can start to apply that knowledge to their own life
experiences. After being able to identify and/or recognize a letter(s), children will begin to spot
these letters, numbers, and symbols in their daily lives: at home, in school, or passing by a road
sign in a car. This activity can be used with a range of ages and ability levels, as the cards on the
trees can be switched or swapped to fit whatever the child is currently learning.
•

Children can match
shapes/numbers/symbols to the correct
apple tree by moving the piece of paper
to the appropriate tree.

•

The symbols can be paperclipped to the
toilet paper roll.

•

Children can help create the apple trees
with their parent or guardian. Children
can use their finger prints or use markers
to create the apples on the trees if they
would like!

Materials required:
You will need the following materials for this activity:
1. Colored construction paper- There are 30 sheets included in this pack of construction
paper, but about 5 green sheets are needed for this activity and few sheets of the other
colors.
https://www.dollartree.com/crayola-r-construction-paper-30-sheet-packs/265452 This construction

paper can be found at the Dollar Tree for $1 per pack of 30 sheets.

2. Paperclips (about 5 or 6 paperclips, depending on how many apples trees you would like
to make) The paperclip package from the Dollar Tree is $1.

https://www.dollartree.com/silver-metal-paper-clips-in-assorted-sizes-250ct-packs/178451 This pack

of paperclips from the Dollar Tree comes in a pack of 250, but you will not need that many.

3. Child size scissors (1 pair)
https://www.dollartree.com/jot-childrens-blunt-and-pointed-end-scissors-5-in/831982 One pair of

child size scissors from the Dollar Tree costs $1.

4. Marker(s), Crayon(s), or writing utensil(s)
https://www.dollartree.com/jot-washable-fineline-markers-20ct-packs/20589 This is the link for a 20-

count pack of markers from the Dollar Tree. This pack of markers costs $1.

5. Empty toilet paper or paper towel rolls (free)
Total cost of materials: $4

Instructions:
Preparing the activity (to be completed with a parent/guardian depending on age and ability)
1. Take one piece of green construction paper out of the package (or many different sheets
depending on how many apple trees you would like to make).
2. Outline the shape of an apple tree(s) (a cloud shape).

Cloud shape drawing that would be drawn onto the green construction paper.

3. Decorate the apple tree(s) (green construction paper cloud shape) with your choice of
markers, crayons, or paints (whatever you have available at home).
4. Let the construction paper(s) dry for 20 minutes if paint was used. If paint was not used,
proceed to step #5.
5. Use the scissors to cut out the shape of the cloud shape(s). This will be the top of the apple
tree(s).

6. Use the scissors to cut two slits on either side for the green construction paper to stand on
top of the toilet paper/paper towel roll (opposite sides of the toilet paper/paper towel roll
on top.)
Slit #1

Slit #2

7. You will cut two slits into the green construction paper.

Slit #1

8. Attach the cloud shape(s) to each toilet paper/paper towel roll.

Slit #2

9. Use another piece (or several pieces) of multicolored construction paper to draw a series
of symbols, numbers, words, or colors. Feel free to be creative, as this is specific to what
your child is currently learning!
Example:

10. Use the paperclip(s) to attach each symbol, number, or word to your completed apple
tree.
11. Create at least (3) copies of each letter, shape, number, or symbol on another piece of
construction paper. Use your scissors to cut out these drawn symbols. A marker or
writing utensil is needed.
Engaging in the activity
1. Line up each apple tree in a row with the symbol or number facing you.
2. Use your hands to pick up one of the cut-out symbols, numbers...etc.

3.

You will place the card with that symbol in front of the apple tree with the matching
symbol.

4. Practice naming the shape or the symbols attached to your trees with your
parent/guardian.

Modifications:
Beginner: Children can use this activity to work towards identifying and matching shapes, letters
or numbers. Numbers 1-5 can be used as a starting point, depending on your child’s prior
knowledge with numbers. New numbers can be introduced gradually.
Intermediate and Advanced: Children can use this activity to work towards identifying and
matching the number of apples on the apple tree to the number on the card. This will allow
learners to apply their prior knowledge of number identification into a counting activity. A
parent or guardian may also ask a child, “How many apples are on this apple tree?” and allow the
child to verbally state the number or point to the correct number on the card.

Existing skills needed to complete the activity:
Children will need prior knowledge or some exposure of whatever symbol/number/shape that
they will be working on. Children will also need the ability to point or verbally state what is
printed on the card.
Skills to follow: Parents can add or take away the number of trees present to challenge or make
the activity easier for the child. Parents can also ask their child(ren) questions regarding what is
on their card. Some questions may include: “What number is on your card?” or “How many
apples are on your tree?”
Photos of completed activity and materials:

Construction paper

Completed activity

Cards with
symbols/numbers/words/shapes
Paper clips

Markers

