Bead bracelet or bookmark craft
Targeted skill:
This activity will address fine motor skills. Fine motor skills, or the use of small muscles
which control the hand, fingers, and thumb, are important for young children to develop
because these skills allow a child to complete essential everyday life skills. Fine motor
skills allow children to complete tasks like, writing, feeding, buttoning, zippering, etc.
Without the ability to master fine motor activities, the child may struggle to complete
everyday life skills independently. This activity was created to assist children with their
hand eye coordination, while they thread the bead onto the pipe cleaner, and fine motor
skills, as they have to pick up each bead individually before they thread it onto the pipe
cleaner.

Materials required (include price, quantity required, and links to follow to order
materials)
Pony beads: comes with 1000 beads per pack. (could keep reusing the 1000 or buy
more as needed if you want to save their work. The price per pack is $5.62.

Pipe Cleaners: come in packs of 100 with 10 different colors. (could keep reusing if
needed) The price per package is $8.99.

Index cards: (or paper if material is available at home) one amazon a pack of index
cards are $2.99. (I am sure you can get these at the dollar store.)

Crayons: (if you don’t have at home) price on amazon $4.49. (I am sure you can get
these at the dollar store.)

The total cost for the material above:
Beads:

$5.62

Pipe cleaners:

$8.99

index cards:
crayons:
Total

$2.99
$4.49
$22.09

Instructions:
1. Depending on the difficulty (modification), Pull out index cards and crayons to
create a color pattern for your child to follow.
2. Spread some beads out onto a flat surface.
3. Pick out a pipe cleaner of your child’s choice (or yours).
4. Twist the end of the pipe cleaner so the beads won’t fall off.
5. Have your child hold the pipe cleaner in one hand.
6. Use their other hand to pick up one bead at at time to place onto the pipe
cleaner. (can switch hands if needed)

Modifications that may need to be made based on child’s needs (list at least 2-3)
Beginner:

For this activities there are different ways it can be modified to fit your child needs and
varying abilities. If a child is primarily needing assistance with his/her fine motor skills.
Let the child string on the beads in the color orders that they choose. This might limit
frustrations when it comes to not getting the color right or having to search for the
correct bead. I would start with letting your child thread on 5 beads at first. Once your
child is able to do this they can move to the next level of difficulty.

Intermediate:
If you child has mastered the beginner level, but may not be ready to jump fully into the
activity stick to this section. In this section, the adult assisting the child with this activity
should color a few squares onto the index card in different colors. You are making a
color pattern for your child to follow. I would start with two color patterns and increase
as you feel necessary. Let your child tread 5-6 beads on the pipe cleaner while they
follow the pattern. Can increase the number of beads as their skill level improves.

Master:
In this section, you are able to make longer patterns on your index cards and you child
will be able to repeat the pattern over and over using the beads to create a full pipe
cleaner. They can make a complete bracelet or bookmark for a family member,
themselves, a friend, etc.

These different sections were created to help students of all skill levels complete this
activity. Students vary in abilities and skill level. They should be able to start at a point
that is not at their frustrational level. As their skills improve they are able to keep
moving up the sections at their own pace. The children eventually will be confident
enough to complete the activity independently.

Notes - what existing skills are required to complete activity? What skills would
follow?
Prerequisite skills for this activity would include an ability to follow instructions and the
ability to listen to the adult giving directions. Children also need to be able to use their
thumb and index finger to pinch. This will allow them to pick up the beads.
To complete this activity, children will need to demonstrate fine motor skills such as
pinching and picking up small objects. They will also be able to demonstrate hand eye
coordination with the ability to thread the bead onto the pipe cleaner. In the
intermediate and master sections, children will also be able to follow a pattern by
demonstrating color recognition.
Skills to follow include following directions, hand eye coordination, and fine motor skills
(picking up beads). In addition children can work on color recognition and the ability to
follow patterns as the activity gets more difficult.

Include a photo of materials, completed activity, game, etc.

Materials:

