
Art, Music, Mood & Me! 
Buffalo State Art Teacher Candidate: Marissa Mele 

Elementary Art 
 

Assignment 1: IDENTIFYING ART ELEMENTS 
 

LINE  
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COLOR 
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SPACE 
 
Wassily Kandinsky (1866–1944). Composition 8, July 1923. Oil on canvas, 55 1/8 x 79 1/8 inches 

 
Abstract artists use art elements to show things but not in a usual or realistic way. The 
art elements are line, shape, form, color, value, texture, and space. He used at least 
five of these in his painting.  
 

1. Draw lines from the word to examples of that word in his work. Use the example 
connecting the word line to a vertical line to get you started.  

2. Next, look around your home and find lines, shapes, colors, forms, textures, and 
space and record them 

3. Then use them as inspiration to create your own abstract drawing or painting. 
Your artwork will be titled “Home” because it is based on what you see around 
your home! 
 



Assignment 2: THINKING ABOUT ART ELEMENTS & ARTWORK 
 

Watch the videos and answer the questions below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMiiKLyIR88 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd-xhu01h-A  
 

1. What was the inspiration behind Kandinsky’s artwork? 
 

2. What colors do you think represent what sounds? 
a. Blue 
b. Red 
c. Yellow 
d. Purple 
e. Blue 
f. Green 

3. What lines do you think represent what sounds? 
a. Blue 
b. Red 
c. Yellow 
d. Purple 
e. Blue 
f. Green 

4. What shapes do you think represent what sounds? 
a. Blue 
b. Red 
c. Yellow 
d. Purple 
e. Blue 
f. Green 
g.  

5. What might the spaces in his artwork represent? 
6. What might the values in his artwork represent? 

 
 



Assignment 3: ANALYZING ART & MAKING ART 
 
Kandinsky was known as a synesthesia artist. Synesthesia means someone hears music 
and sounds and actually sees colors and shapes.  
 
Melissa McCracken is a contemporary synesthesia artist. Each of her artworks are 
based on a specific song. Therefore, your challenge for this assignment is to listen to 
two songs that she listened to while completing the paintings below. 
https://www.melissasmccracken.com/ 
 

1.) Gravity by John Mayer. Listen here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VBex8zbDRs 

 
2.) Imagine by John Legend. Listen here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yGnshKEAwI 

 
 
Do you think she represented the songs well? Try creating your own abstract drawings 
or paintings while listening to each song. How are yours different than McCracken’s? 
How are they similar?  



Assignment 4: Art Elements, Music, and Mood 
 

For this challenge, you will choose your own music that conveys a specific mood, listen 
to it and create a larger work of art based on that mood and music. Below are some 
playlists that might help set the mood for the mood you are trying to convey. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJMERK67lmQ  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8hsNrLjo4U 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iU8LPEa4o0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivNIpLdzh7M 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Khd-uyOuhGo  

 
When you’re finished, complete the prompts below 

1. The playlist or kind of music I listened to was… 
2. The mood I was trying to convey is… 
3. The art elements I used to convey this music and mood were… 

 
Artists often seek feedback on their work and choose whether or not to change their 
work based on that feedback. So, without giving any information about your art, ask 
someone in your household what mood your artwork puts them in and see if it is the 
one you were trying to convey. Discuss their perspectives and your intentions. Do their 
responses make you want to go back and add or alter your work? If so, go for it! If you 
are happy with your work, then leave it as is! 

 
Assignment 5: Virtual Art Show 

 
Share your artwork with your friends and family in and outside of your home via social 
media or even texting photos. Be sure you have permission to share!  Ask them to 
answer: 

1.) What does my work remind you of? 
2.) What mood does my work put you in? Why?  
3.) What kind of music does it make you think about?  

 
Then share your intentions and share the songs you listened to and enjoy your virtual 
art show! 


