Self, Others, World & Art
Buffalo State Art Teacher Candidate: Ally Demski
Secondary Art
NOTE: Much of the information in these slides are direct quotes from the references listed at the end of each art challenge. There is no intent to
plagiarize or claim them as my own. I chose not to use quotes to make it visually easier for students to read.

Art Challenge 1:
Self-portraits
with objects
@Rays_beret

● Artists often use objects to
create a portrait of someone
without using imagery of that
person.
● Objects help to express who a
person is, what they like, and
what they care about.
@kianasimmons

Tom Sachs
● Tom Sachs uses objects as self portraits.
The objects he uses tell a story about
who he is.
● He organizes objects by their use, and
lays them at right-angles. This is a
practice called Knolling.
The Cabinet, 2014, mixed media

● This is a practice often used in
advertisements, and #knolling on
Instagram has over 44,000 posts!

Melissa Kaseman
●

Melissa Kaseman is a Seattle-based photographer
who began her career photographing architecture,
portraits, and building interiors.

●

When her son was in preschool, she noticed he
would always bring home a pocket-full of odds and
ends, often with similar color palette or texture, so
she decided to start documenting it and called it
“Preschool Pocket Treasures”.

●

She wants to use the project to document this stage
of her son’s life and create a portrait of him through
these objects: “The magic of childhood is so fleeting,
and these objects I kept finding in Calder's pockets
represent a chapter of boyhood, his imagination, and
the magic of a finding a 'treasure.’”

Link to article: https://www.insider.com/preschool-pocket-photos-20171#but-kaseman-said-her-son-is-very-proud-of-the-project-13

Knolling
● The term Knolling was coined in
1987 by Andrew Kromelow, who was
an assistant at a well-known
architect’s office. He organized his
tools this way so he wouldn’t lose
them.
● The practice reminded him of a
furniture company, called Knoll,
which creates simplistic angular
furniture in like-colors.

Watch Knolling in action!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBSEhpU3sfY

More examples from #knolling on Instagram

@boomtownmercantile

@fortchrysalis

@fortchrysalis

@vkvkatrin

@iaiebig

@adeppriver

Art Challenge #1: Create a self-portrait with objects
Think about the objects in your
home. Use at least 25 objects to
communicate to the viewer who
you are. You can collaborate with
your family if you’d like!
Think about:
● What are your hobbies?
● What objects represent who
you are?
● How will you organize them?

Here’s what to do...
1. Use at least 10 objects
2. You can organize your objects by color,
function, shape, or size.
3. Think about balance, line, color, and unity.
4. Consider the space around your objects
and how you will create the composition.
5. Take an overhead photo with your iPad or
phone.
6. Share your self-portrait with your art
teacher, family and friends.

References:
https://americanart.si.edu/artwork/self-portrait-76331
https://www.rct.uk/collection/405551/self-portrait-as-the-allegory-of-painting-la-pittura
https://www.wallpaper.com/art/tom-sachs-sperone-westwater-objects-of-devotion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBSEhpU3sfY
http://minimums.com/jeff-sheldon/
https://www.insider.com/preschool-pocket-photos-2017-1#but-kaseman-said-her-son-is-very-proud-of-theproject-13

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

Art Challenge 2:
Photographic
Portraits as Time
Capsules

What is documentary photography?
●

Documentary photography s a style of photography that
provides a straightforward and accurate representation of
people, places, objects and events. It can also be used to
bring attention to social change and injustice. It tells a story.

●

Until the mid-twentieth century, documentary photography
was one of the only ways to experience world events. During
this period, artists began to see their cameras as a tool for
telling stories.

●

Documentary photography is a way to document a moment
in time while providing an accurate representation from the
photographer’s view.

●

With the rise of technology and social media, we tend to
document lots of different aspects of our lives, and we can
post it directly to social media for an immediate audience, it
doesn’t even have to hang in a gallery!

●

We are everyday documentary photographers!

Look at the image below and think about...

Documentary Photography
typically tells a story through an
image.

●
●
●
●

Who is this woman?
Where is she?
What is she wearing, what is she doing, and how can
that give you clues about who she is?
What mood does the lack of color give to the image?

The photographers make
choices about the background
or setting, the subject matter,
the composition, and the color
and/or contrast. Sometimes the
title gives us information, too.
All of these add to the feeling
they are trying to convey.
Dorothea Lange,
Woman of the High Plains, Texas Panhandle, June 1938

When you look at the work by the artists on the next
few pages, think about these questions:
● What are the clues that tell you who and where the subject is?
● Why is the photographer taking their picture and why is it worth
documenting?
● What mood is the photographer trying to convey?
● What elements or principles are helping to convey the mood or
feeling? (for example- color, contrast, composition, etc.)
● Does the title give you any clues toward the meaning of the work?

Dorothea Lange, 1895-1965
her)
(that’s

●

She began her photography career during the
1920’s taking portraits in her studio.

●

A few years later, while employed by a
government agency called the Resettlement
Administration during the Great Depression,
she began taking photographs of farmers,
she came across in a migrant camp.

●

While at the camp, she took the picture to the
left of a mother and her children. The mother
told her about their struggles of famine and
horrible living conditions. Dorothea decided to
document their bleak condition, and this
photograph sparked Lange’s career in
documentary photography. (This is one of the
most well-known photographs!)

●
Dorothea Lange,
Migrant Mother,
1936

Lange has stated that she considers her work
as social change images, not art.

More Dorothea Lange photos

Dorothea Lange, Unemployment Benefits Aid Begins, 1938
Dorothea Lange, Tennessee, June 1938

Milton Rogovin, 1909-2011
●

Milton Rogovin lived in Buffalo, NY for most
of his adult life. He worked as an optometrist.

●

In 1957, amidst the Civil Rights Movement,
Rogovin started using his camera to express
his views of wanting a fair, just, and equal
society for all.

●

He used his camera to document societal
issues of his time: the decline of the steel
industry in Buffalo, the common struggle of
the poor and working people on Buffalo’s
lower West Side, the pride of his native
Chilean people, and the celebration of spirit
in the Storefront churches of Buffalo.

●

Rogovin lived to be 101 years old!
Milton Rogovin

Milton Rogovin’s work

Milton Rogovin, Store Front Churches
1958-1961

Milton Rogovin, East Side, 1961-1963

Working People, Atlas Steel Casting (1976-87)

Michael McCoy, 1985-present

Michael McCoy

●

Michael McCoy is an Iraq War Veteran.
When he returned from duty, he found
himself in a hospital dealing with his PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). This was
a turning point for him. Photography went
from being a hobby to his career, as well as a
way to escape his PTSD symptoms.

●

He is from Baltimore, Maryland.

●

In his photos, he documents tragic events in
his city, racial injustice, and military veterans/

●

He uses his photography to educate about
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Michael McCoy’s work
(McCoy’s work does not include titles or dates on his website.)

Michael McCoy
From the series Portraits

Michael McCoy
From the series Black in America
Michael McCoy
From the series Portraits

Art Challenge #2:
Capture a Photograph that Captures
this Period in Time
We are living through an unprecedented time in
history! Think about your time in isolation during
the Coronavirus outbreak... What has it been like?
How have you felt? What have you been doing?
Who are you “required” to spend time with in
isolation?
If you had to take one image of your time in
isolation to show to someone 50 years from now
what it felt like, what would you show, and how
would you show it?
Take a portrait of yourself using the self-timer, or
you may take a portrait of someone in your family
to visually explain to someone in the future what
this time was like for you or them.

Photo checklist
❏ Choose your subject
❏ Choose your setting or background
❏ Turn on your rule of thirds grid if you need it
❏ Find a sturdy surface to set your camera
on, or use the front-facing camera to better
see your composition if you are by yourself.
❏ Use the self-timer if needed
❏ Take at least 5 photos, review, and if you
don’t like what you see, try again!
❏ Using your phone or iPad’s “edit” function,
or other app, adjust the color, filters,
contrast and cropping to achieve the look
you want to help convey the mood you
want to achieve.
❏ Give it a title!
See next page for tips & tricks...

Photography tips!

1

Use the “Rule of thirds”. This helps you get a better
composition! Divide your frame with two vertical
lines and two horizontal lines. Your subject or focus
point should be where 2 of the lines meet.

If you are using an iPhone or
iPad, you can turn on the
grid function by going to
settings-> camera -> grid

camera shake: Set your camera
3 Avoid
on a sturdy surface where it won’t move
to avoid camera shake and blurry
images.

a sense of depth. Make sure
4 Create
your subject is separated from the
background so that you can create depth
in your image!

sure it’s in focus and your light
5 Make
source isn’t too bright. On most
natural light! You may use flash if you feel that it
2 Use
enhances your meaning, but typically daylight gives you
the best even light. (usually between 3-4pm has the best
sunlight, and is called “The Golden hour” by the pros.

electronic devices, you can tap on the
darker area of your composition and the
camera will adjust the lighting for you.

6 Clean off your lens before you snap!

Example:
I was by myself so I found it easier to use the frontfacing camera so I could see what the lens saw, and
then I used the self-timer so that my image was
clear.
I originally had a piece of wood in the window that I
didn’t want, so I cropped it out.
I applied a “vivid cool” filter, as well as adjusted the
brightness, contrast, highlights, shadows, and
saturation.
I wanted to convey a lonely time with a cool color
palette to deepen that feeling. I felt that if my color
palette was bright and vibrant, it wouldn’t convey the
feeling that I wanted.
My title is “Stay Inside”.

References:
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/d/documentary-photography
https://michaelamccoyphotography.com/work
https://www.moma.org/artists/3373
http://www.miltonrogovin.com/
https://michaelamccoyphotography.com/
https://time.com/4695113/michael-mccoy-street-photography/

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

Art Challenge #3:
Public Art

Public Installation Art &
Design
While you can see installations in museums, some
public places commission public installations for the
public to view 24/7...free of charge! This type of
design includes sculpture, posters, and even
murals!
This is one of the most accessible forms of art and
design.
Casey Riordan,
Shark Girl,
Buffalo, NY

These projects can also be designed to highlight the
distinctiveness of a location in a geographical or
historical context. These installations can be anything
from heart-warming to heart-wrenching and from
temporary to permanent.

Casey ShMilibrand,
Greetings from Buffalo, NY,
Buffalo, NY

They make us laugh, they help us to remember, they
ask us to think, and they create wonder. Public
installation designs aren’t made to be forgotten.

Public Installation Art & Design
Buffalo has become a major destination for
public art and design. Watch this short video
about our public art:
One major facet of this type of art and design are
murals. Murals are considered street art which is
typically commissioned by a city or government to
enrich a public place.
Street art is different from graffiti art, which is
typically completed by non-commissioned artists who
create their work in public places (often without
permission, which makes it illegal). These artists
usually create work comprised of their ‘tag’, which are
used as a form of identification for the artist(s) that
created it.

“The Freedom Wall” was created in 2017 by local artists John Baker, Julia Bottoms, Chuck Tingley, and Edreys Wajed. It’s on
the corner of Michigan Street and East Ferry Street. It depicts 28 Civil Rights leaders. The Albright Knox and The Michigan
Street African-American Heritage Corridor envisioned this mural as a way to celebrate our nation’s historic and ongoing struggles
for political and social equality, including the formative and lasting contributions of local leaders to this cause.
Location is important!
This corner of Michigan St. and East Ferry are significant to the location of this mural. It marks the intersection of the honorary
Richard Allen and Harriet Tubman Ways, and it is home to Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church (Bethel AME). Organized
in 1831, Bethel AME is Buffalo’s oldest black religious institution and served as a critical station on the Underground Railroad.

See the creation of Logan Hicks’ Walking Back
Time here:

“Walking Back Time” by Logan Hicks was created in 2019 at 5 East Huron Street. It’s based on photographs he took of the city
at night. He then translated this imagery into a number of stencils to be added in monochromatic layers to the wall. His goal was
to create a quiet, peaceful scene, forcing the viewer to slow down and find beauty in the mundane.

One of Buffalo’s most famous public works is “Shark Girl” by Casey Riordan. Shark Girl was created in 2013. Appearing in nearly
all of Riordan’s paintings, drawings, and sculptures, Shark Girl was originally conceived as the artist reflected upon the
existential conundrums of life, love, family, and loss. Shark Girl can be seen as Riordan’s diversionary tactic or as her
mechanism for confronting the challenges of contemporary life. Shark Girl is seen as an icon of Buffalo, captivating visitors at
Canalside from all over the country to sit down and snap a picture with her.

Watch the creation here:

“Wildflowers for Buffalo” by Louise Jones was created in 2018. It’s on display at 465 Washington street and is the largest mural
in WNY. This mural was inspired by our local landscape. It includes red clover, coneflower (echinacea), burdock, chicory, Queen
Anne’s lace, thistle, lamb’s quarters, swamp rose, yarrow, and pussy willow. It’s a piece of Summer for Western New Yorker’s,
even during our frigid Winter months.

Betsy Casañas created this mural on Niagara street in 2017 titled “Patria, Será Porque Quisiera Que Vueles, Que Sigue Siendo
Tuyo Mi Vuelo (Homeland, Perhaps It Is Because I Wish to See You Fly, That My Flight Continues to Be Yours)”. This mural
was created to celebrate the significant contributions made by the region’s Hispanic and Latinx communities to the cultural and
economic vitality of Buffalo’s Niagara Street corridor and our city at large.

Look and See” was created by Jim Hodges in 2005. It is located outside the Hotel Henry. Hodges created this camouflage print
work using mirrors, inviting the viewer to experience the space in a new way. He invites the viewer to become a part of the
space, challenging them to reflect upon nature, the space, and their own identity.

Art Challenge #3:
Design a proposal for a public art piece
You are being commissioned by the City of Buffalo
to create a public piece of artwork to spread
positivity and encourage the city during this time.
What will you make?
Think about your time in quarantine. What helped
you stay positive? Think about your friends, your
family, and your peers. What would you tell them to
encourage them to stay positive? How would you
show that visually?
Ask yourself….
What will I make?
Where will it be installed in the city?
What will I make it out of?
What will I call it?
What is my artist statement?

You will…
●

Create a visual mockup and written
proposal of a mural that will convey your
positive message to the City of Buffalo.

●

You can draw and color it on paper, or you
can use Canva (www.canva.com) or other
programs or apps if you choose.

●

If you would rather create a sculpture, you
can draw and color it, or you can create
the sculptures using items from around
your home!

●

When you hand in your project, make sure
you fill out the “proposal sheet” on the next
page!

Proposal Sheet
Answer the following about your public
art proposal
1. The title of your work
2. What will the finished dimensions of your
work be?
3. What materials would you use for your final
piece?
4. Where in the city do you want to propose to
put your work on display, and why?
5. What is your work about? What are you trying
to say to the people of Buffalo?

Public Art Checklist
❏ If you use Canva to create your design,
create an account. Click “Create a design”
and then click “Custom Dimensions” which
will allow you to format your work
depending on where you’d like it displayed.
All usable elements are to the left hand
side.
❏ If there is a specific building or park you
want your work displayed on or in, Google
an image of that space and hand it in with
your work!
❏ If you create a sculpture or draw your
mural, ensure to take high quality images in
daylight!

Canva
Your work area
This is where you
choose your
elements you
want to add

Search for
elements here,
you drag and drop
your elements
that you want on
to your canvas

Canva
Text and font
editors are here
Make sure you
have your
element selected
in order to change
or resize it!

Transparency and
position are here
if you want to
move something
in front or behind
another element

Remember if you are using font:
-is it readable from far away?
-is my color choice appropriate?
-Am I using serif or sans-serif?
-Am I mixing appropriate fonts?

Teacher example

1. The title of your work
“Tomorrow is a New Day”
1.

What will the finished dimensions of your work
be?
I want my finished dimensions to be 40 feet high by 10 feet
wide, which is a typical size for a billboard.
1.

What materials would you use for your final
piece?
I would use acrylic paint for my final piece.
1.

Where in the city do you want to propose to put
your work on display, and why?
I would put my work on a billboard along one of the
highways, maybe the 90, or the 33 close to one of the
hospitals since that is where the heaviest traffic is. I would
want essential workers who are going to and from work to
see it.
1.

What is your work about? What are you trying to
say to the people of Buffalo?
I want to provide some sunshine in a dark time, especially
since the weather hasn’t been very good lately. I want
people to remember that not every day will be bad. If they
are having a bad day, I would want them to remember that
tomorrow is a new day, and it won’t be like today was.

References:
https://learn.g2.com/environmental-graphic-design
https://segd.org/article/what-environmental-graphic-design-egd
https://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/itinerary/public-art/
https://www.albrightknox.org/community/ak-public-art/freedom-wall

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

Art Challenge #4:
Environmental
Graphic Design

What is environmental
graphic design?
●

●

Environmental graphic design is a multidisciplinary
field of design in which the disciplines of graphic design,
architecture, art, lighting, landscape, and other fields are
utilized as a way to enhance the user experience
through the visual design elements of the environment.
In short, this type of design typically helps to convey the
direction, identity, or history of a place to the visitor.

Think about a world with...
●
●
●
●
●

A hospital with no direction signs
A supermarket with no labels
Streets with no street signs
A school with no room numbers
A city with no public art

This sounds confusing, right?! Well, thanks to
environmental graphic design, we don’t have to
experience this type of confusion when we enter
public places.

Types of
Environmental Graphic Design

Wayfinding Systems
Wayfinding systems help people find their way. The
job of the person designing a wayfinding system is to
inform the person in the environment of their current
location, their desired location, and how to get from
one to the other.

Wayfinding is helpful to have anywhere, but is
absolutely crucial to have in places like hospitals,
offices, parking garages, and big cities. While it could
be as simple as labelling rooms or floors as “1, 2, 3,
4”, the job of these designers is to make the
experience a little more unique.

Exhibition
Exhibition design is a form of environmental and
experiential design that relays information to viewers
of the exhibit through architecture, graphic design,
interaction design, lighting and audio, and technology.
It’s the job of this type of designer to use these
elements and create an environment that tells a story
effectively and attractively.

This type of design is most often used in museums,
parks, monuments, or trade shows.

Placemaking & Identity
Placemaking and identity environmental graphic
design heavily incorporates one aspect of wayfinding:
you are here. This type of environmental graphic
design takes important elements of a brand and
clearly conveys that information to the viewer.

Placemaking and identity environmental graphic
design completely overhauls a space by using unique
color, typography, pattern, and motion. It can
transform education, transportation, retail, and
corporate environments.

Branded & Themed
Environmental Design
Branded & Themed environmental graphic design
tells the viewer where they are.

This type of design uses design elements that are
specific to a brand that are unique. This is used in
theme parks, stadiums, schools, and stores.

Keybank Center
Disney World

Most environmental graphic design is planned and executed by design firms
comprised of groups of graphic designers, architects, and interior designers who
work together to complete a project.
Let’s look at some graphic designers and design firms!

Forge Media & Design
●

Forge Media & Design is a Toronto-

based design firm that “reimagines

London
Convention
Center,
Wayfinding
design project

physical and digital experiences by
bringing beauty and function to the
places that we live, work and play.”
●

This large firm is comprised of a
large team of designers who
create designs for web design,
brand development, multimedia
installations, wayfinding & signage,
exhibit design, and public art.

Four Seasons
Hotel, Wayfinding
design project

Jessica Walsh
●

Jessica Walsh is a NYC-based
designer who has created work for
many clients and brands-including
Jay Z!

●

Her work is bright and colorful, and
she does everything from brand
design to signage.

●

She teaches design & typography
at School of Visual Arts in NYC.

Brand Design for
Story - a store in
NYC, Sign and
branding project

SVA recruitment
posters, Poster
designs in NYC
Subway

Lauren Hom
●

Lauren Hom is a designer and
hand-letterer from Detroit.

●

She’s created work for Starbucks,
Google, and TIME Magazine.

●

She creates colorful designs from
her hand-drawn lettering, and
helps businesses and brands get
more recognition through her work.

We’re Going
Places - a public
art mural at
Google’s VR
offices

Silver Spur Mural,
A mural design at
Silver Spur
Elementary
School

Art Challenge #4:
Create a COVID-19 poster
You are being commissioned by your school to
create a warning poster to hang up during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Think about your time at school….
● Who would you want to see it?
● What do you want them to know about social
distancing?
● Where would you put it, taking your
environment into consideration?
● How can you get your point across visually?
● How big will it be?

You will…
●

Create a poster that explains social
distancing, or the protocol for staying safe
during this pandemic.

●

You can draw and color it on paper, or you
can use Canva (www.canva.com) or any
other app if you choose.

●

When you hand in your project, make sure
you fill out the “proposal sheet” on the next
page!

●

And don’t forget to share it with your art
teacher, family, and friends.

Proposal Sheet
Answer the following about your poster

1. The title of your work
1. What will the finished dimensions of your
work be?
1. Where in the school would you put it?
1. Why did you choose this location?
1. Tell me about your design choices

Poster Checklist
❏ If you use Canva to create your design,
create an account. Click “Create a design”
and then click “Custom Dimensions” which
will allow you to format your work
depending on where you’d like it displayed.
All usable elements are to the left hand
side.
❏ You may make a sketch of WHERE you
would like to put your poster within the
school.
❏ Make sure to save it as a PDF or PNG for
highest quality!
❏ Think about your FONT. Are you using serif
or sans-serif? Which is easier to see? What
colors will you use? How will you create
emphasis? How will you grab attention?

Canva
Your work area
This is where you
choose your
elements you
want to add

Search for
elements here,
you drag and drop
your elements
that you want on
to your canvas

Canva
Text and font
editors are here
Make sure you
have your
element selected
in order to change
or resize it!

Transparency and
position are here
if you want to
move something
in front or behind
another element

Remember if you are using font:
-is it readable from far away?
-is my color choice appropriate?
-Am I using serif or sans-serif?
-Am I mixing appropriate fonts?

Example

1. The title of your work
“Stop The Spread”
1. What will the finished dimensions of your
work be?
My finished dimensions will be 11” x 17”
1. Where in the school would you put it?
I would put this poster in all public locations:
by the front office, in the hallways, and in the
lunchroom.
1. Why did you choose this location?
I chose these locations because these are
where people spend the most time in groups.
1. Tell me about your design choices
I chose a bright color to catch the viewer’s
eye. I chose big, bold fonts and colors so that
it was easy to read with simple graphics that
were easy to understand.

References:
https://learn.g2.com/environmental-graphic-design
https://segd.org/article/what-environmental-graphic-design-egd
https://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/itinerary/public-art/
https://www.albrightknox.org/community/ak-public-art/freedom-wall

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

Art Challenge #5:
Art & Text

Barbara Kruger, Untitled (Your body is a Battleground), 1989.

Text in Art
● Text is all around us: on signs, on our
food labels, on magazines, and on the
internet.
● Text can also be seen as an important
element of an artwork!
● Each letter can have its own shape or
color, and words and phrases can
create additional meaning or emotion
in artwork.
Edward Ruscha
Pay Nothing Until April, 2003

Typography
Watch this short video on typography:

●

Typography is the style and appearance of
text.

●

Typography helps you convey a mood or
feeling to your audience.

●

Fonts all have their own language, so it’s
important to pick one that fits your
message, or maybe you want to juxtapose
your imagery and text.
○ Juxtaposition is the placement of two
things close together with contrasting
effect.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sByzHoiYFX0

Hierarchy helps to
guide the viewer’s eye.

Leading is the space between each line.
Typically the standard leading is fine, but you.
can adjust it to make the reader uncomfortable

Layout & Composition
When making decisions about your
composition, think about…
●

How will you use hierarchy to guide the
viewer’s eye to what is most important?

●

Consider your leading and tracking. Is your
text comfortable to read? Do you want to
adjust your leading or tracking to make it feel
uncomfortable to read?

●

Do you want to use script or slab font? Do
you want to use serif or sans serif font?
Which will help convey the meaning you
want?

Tracking is the s p a c e between each letter. You
can also a d j u s t this to determine h o w it will
make the viewer f e e l.

Think about the different meanings
that script font or slab font could
convey to the viewer.

Barbara Kruger
1945-present

● Barbara Kruger is an American artist
whose work is typically consists of a
black and white image layered with
bold red and white text.
● The phrases in her works often include
pronouns such as "you", "your", "I",
"we", and "they", addressing cultural
constructions of power, women’s
rights, identity, consumerism, and
sexuality.
● Much of her work addresses cultural
criticism of the moment.

Kruger’s Artwork: What do the text and images say to you?

I Shop Therefore I Am, 1990
Photolithograph printed in colours
17 3/10 × 10 7/10 × 4 1/5 in

Untitled (It’s a Small World but Not if You
Have to Clean it), 1990

Untitled (Your Body is a Battleground),
1989
photographic silkscreen on vinyl
112 x 112 in. (284.48 x 284.48 cm)

Jenny Holzer

1950-present

● Jenny Holzer is an artist known for her
text-based public works of art.
● Her work studies language both as a
form of communication, but also as a
form of control and concealment.
● Her work is often in the form of LED
signs, large public projections, T-shirts,
and trucks.
● Jenny quotes about her work: “I used
language because I wanted to offer
content that people—not necessarily
art people—could understand”

Holzer’s Artwork: Why is the location of
her work important to her messages?

Siena, 2009
Projection

Vote Your Future, 2016
Theater signs and LED signs
Los Angeles

For Pittsburgh, 2005
LED signs
Pittsburgh, PA

Ed Ruscha

1937 - present

● Ed Rauscha is a California-based
photographer, painter, and graphic
designer.
● Ruscha often combines images of the
city with words and phrases from
everyday language to communicate a
particular urban experience. He also
explores the boringness of modern
urban life and the barrage of mass
media-fed images and information that
confronts us daily.
● Ruscha quotes about his work: “I like
the idea of a word becoming a picture,
almost leaving its body, then coming
back and becoming a word again.”

Ruscha’s Artwork: What does his work
make you question, think, or feel?

Edward Ruscha
The Music from the Balconies, 1984

Edward Ruscha
Pay Nothing Until April, 2003

ME, 1999
acrylic on canvas
64 x 72 inches

Art Challenge: Using text and image convey this moment in time!
Think about your time in quarantine. What has it been
like? How has it felt? Where have you spent most of
your time? What would you want to convey to
someone who hasn’t lived through this?
1. Take a photo that expresses your time in
quarantine.
2.

Adjust your photo in the photo editor on your
phone or iPad.
○ Do you want the photo to be black and
white? Very saturated? What do you want
to convey?

3. Add text to your photo.
○
○

Think about your font, the color, the
hierarchy, leading, tracking, and type of
font.
Will your text be literal, or will it juxtapose
your imagery?

Image with text checklist
Here’s a checklist

❏ Take a photo on your phone or iPad
❏ Adjust your photo in the photo editor on
your digital device. If you are using a
computer, you can also use Adobe Spark
(it’s free, you just need to make an
account) or any other app.
❏

https://spark.adobe.com/

❏ Add text to your photo to enhance your
message or make your viewer question
something, wonder about something, or
feel a certain way.

Example

References:
https://www.moma.org/artists/3266

www.jennyholzer.com
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/edward-ruscha-1882/ed-ruscha-and-art-everyday

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

Art Challenge #6:
What do you
meme?

Are memes art?

● Read this short article:
○ https://www.newsrecord.org/opinio
n/opinion-memes-are-a-form-ofart-not-getting-the-recognition-itdeserves/article_3b15f0c8-fb4811e7-89aa-1320d251e001.html
● Memes have evolved over the last 10
years and are used to express opinions
or feelings, for criticism, to make
people laugh, or bring attention to a
serious topic....much like art!
● Whether or not you agree that memes
could be considered an art form, they
are a huge part of our culture and
online experience, and often reflect
criticism on our culture.

Some meme facts
●

Memes are considered a major part of our
visual culture. Visual culture is defined as
the expressions by a people, a state or a
civilization, which collectively describes the
characteristics of that body as a whole.
○ This includes images, design, memes,
advertising, and videos that represent
who we are as a culture.

●

The word “meme” comes from a famous
biologist named Richard Dawkins. The word
refers to his study that cultural ideas come
from and are spread by people through
communication.

●

Most memes are characterized by an image
and a text overlay of bold, sans serif font.

The letter on the left is
considered a serif font
using the decorative
wings. This type of font
is usually used for print,
whereas sans serif is
easier to read on a
digital format.

Image as
background

Text overlay on
image using bold
text to stand out

Art and visual culture are always evolving, and so are memes and the ideas
behind them. While some memes are created to make us laugh, the message
is usually rooted in some type cultural criticism.
You have already learned about some artists whose use of text in art may
have inspired the creation of memes, and who use(d) their art as a platform
for cultural criticism, expressing feeling, or expressing a political viewpoint.

Patrick Foran
● Patrick Foran is a Buffalo-based artist
who concentrates mostly in drawing,
painting, and sculpture.
● Foran’s work uses portraiture in
relation to war, politics, mass media
and popular culture. He explores the
face as a point of reflection for power
structures, politics and objectification.
● His work often depicts faceless or
masked portraits, and he uses them as
a metaphor for cultural power over our
identities.

Patrick Foran’s work

Wrong Facts, 2017, ink and watercolor on
paper, 14x11”

Recon-Face, 2015,
charcoal on paper, 50x60"

Compete-Face, 2015, charcoal on paper,
52x60"

Art Challenge #6: Make a meaningful
meme.
●
●

Research an artist. (idea list attached on next
slide for inspiration ideas if you need it)
Save an artwork from this artist to use as your
meme image

Guiding Questions for Research
Copy these questions and answer them while doing your
research. Submit your answers in when submitting your
meme.

1. Name of the artist
2. Name of the artwork
3. Year the artwork was made

●

Use the questions on the right to guide your
research.

4. What art movement is this artist
associated with?

●

Create a saying to accompany your art history
image. Your saying should:

5. Three unique facts about this artist and/or
art movement

○
○

Incorporate some kind of information
regarding the artist or movement based
on your research
It can be funny, a pun, serious, or based
in criticism but should be school
appropriate

6. Two things that surprised you about this
artist and/or art movement
7. What was happening politically or in the
world during this time period?
8. What was this artist trying to communicate
to the world?

Artist Ideas to research
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Vincent Van Gogh
Pablo Picasso
Leonardo Da Vinci
Claude Monet
Frida Kahlo
Jackson Pollock
Andy Warhol
Edvard Munch
Mary Cassatt
Marcel Duchamp
Francisco Goya
Rene Magritte
Mark Rothko
Piet Mondrian

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Jean-Michel Basquiat
Salvador Dali
Edward Hopper
Wassily Kandinsky
Edouard Manet
Yayoi Kusama
Henri Matisse
Ai Weiwei
Caravaggio
Takashi Murakami
El Greco
Jeff Koons
Shepard Fairey
Cindy Sherman

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Jan Van Eyck
Titian
Joan Miro
Hannah Hoch
Willem De Kooning
Paul Klee
David Hockney
Artemisia Gentileschi
Man Ray
Roy Lichtenstein
Keith Haring
Kurt Schwitters
Josef Albers
Dorothea Lange

How to create your meme
1. Save your Art History image
2. Click link below:
https://imgflip.com/memegenerator/27596988/Free

3. Upload your image
4. Enter your text (you can enter
text for the bottom and top of the
image if you want, or just choose
1)
5. Click “Private”
6. Click Generate
7. Click Download to save

Examples: Can you name the artist and explain the
use of text and image in each meme?

References:
https://www.moma.org/artists/3266
www.jennyholzer.com
https://www.burchfieldpenney.org/artists/artist:patrick-foran/
http://www.patrickforan.info/

GOOD LUCK & ENJOY MAKING YOUR ARTWORK!
REMEMBER TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR ART TEACHER,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!

