
Inspired by the world around you!
Buffalo State Art Teacher Candidate: Lena Scapillato

Elementary Art



Art Challenge #1

A View from your 
Window: 

Identifying the 
Art Elements



The building blocks of art are called the 
Elements of Art.

• Line is a mark that shows a distance between two points. 
• Shape is the result of closed lines, 2 dimensional and flat. 
• Form is when a shape becomes three dimensional because it has a 

depth to it, unlike a shape which is only two dimensional. 
• Color is a combination of hue and intensity. 
• Value is the lightness and darkness of a color.
• Texture shows how something feels or looks like it would feel. 
• Space shows an object taking up space, while negative space is what 

is seen around the object. 



• I challenge you to take a look throughout your home, or outside (if 
you are given permission), and try to identify all seven of the 
Elements of Art.
• You can record them by drawing them, taking a photo, or describing 

them in writing
• Line-
• Shape-
• Form-
• Color-
• Value-
• Texture-
• Space-

All of these elements work together when creating a 
piece of art. 



Form

Value

Color

Space

Line

Shape 

1. Line: I chose the diagonal line at the foot of 
the bed.

2. Shape: I chose the table top because it is 
rectangular.

3. Form- I chose the pitcher because it looks 
3D.

4. Color- I chose the bed because it is green.
5. Value- I chose the wall because of the light 

and dark yellows.
6. Texture- I chose the curtains because 

they look soft and lush.
7. Space- I chose the rug because it looks 

like it leads you back into the room

Texture

Identifying the Art Elements in Artwork



Inka Essenhigh
Fog Spruce with Orange Fungus, 
2017, Enamel on Panel, 48 x 48 
inches

• Line
• Shape
• Form
• Color
• Value
• Texture

Space

Now it’s your turn! Identify the Art Elements in this Artwork



Shara Hughes’
A Story About The Dark, 2019

• Line
• Shape
• Form
• Color
• Value
• Texture

Space

Try Again! Identify the Art Elements in this Artwork



Now It’s your turn!
Artmaking Challenge: A View from your Window

• Now that you have identified and know the art elements, use them to 
create a landscape or cityscape. 
• Look outside of your window and find lines, shapes, forms, colors, 

values, textures, and space.
• You can use any art materials you are allowed to use at home to 

capture these art elements in the view from your window
• Be sure to share it with your art teacher, family, and friends



GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN MAKING ART!



Art Challenge #2:

Valuing Line!



A line is a mark that shows distance 
between two points.What 

is a 
line?



Wassily 
Kandinsky,
Black and 
Violet, 1923

● Russian Painter
● Abstract Artist
● https://www.w

assilykandinsky.
net/

How many 
lines can you 
find and 
name?

https://www.wassilykandinsky.net/


I see:
Curved
Thin
Thick
Straight
Overlapping
Radiating
Parallel
Vertical
Horizontal
Diagonal

What lines did  I 
miss?



The value of a work of art is how 
much it is worth. The value in artwork 

refers to the lights and darks.

What 
is a 
value?



These are patterns by an artist who goes by the name 
Sanagi. Sanagi uses line, pattern, repetition, and shape 
to create these beautiful drawings.What lines 

and values 
do you see 
in this 
drawing?

https://www.picuki.com/profile/sanagi_sanagi_sanagi

https://www.picuki.com/profile/sanagi_sanagi_sanagi


Bridget Riley, 
Blaze, 1964
In 1960 she started 
creating these “Op-Art” 
pieces. 

What lines and values do 
you see?

Does the arrangement of 
lines create values?

Does the arrangement of 
lines make it look like it is 
moving?

https://www.picuki.com/profile/sanagi_sanagi_sanagi

https://www.picuki.com/profile/sanagi_sanagi_sanagi


What lines 
and values 
do you see 
in these 
drawings?



PRACTICE & PREPARATION:
• Draw 10 different kinds of lines.
• Next, use those 10 lines to create 5 different patterns.
• Use 5 of the original lines to show movement through 

repetition.

DRAW:
• Think of a mood you would like to convey and keep it in 

mind while you are drawing your lines, shapes, values, 
patterns, etc. and before you know it your page will be 
filled with beautiful artwork!

SHARE:
• Be sure to share your drawing with your art teacher, 

friends, and family!

NOW IT’S 
YOUR TURN!

Art Challenge:
Use what you 
have learned 
about art 
elements and 
principles of 
design to create 
your own line 
and value 
drawing!



GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN MAKING ART!



Art Challenge #3:

Shapes All 
Around Me!



SHAPE!

• What is a shape? 
• A shape is made up of enclosed lines and is 2dimensional. 
• There are different kinds of shapes called geometric shapes and 

organic shapes. 



A geometric shape is made of specific lines with specific curves 
like a circle, square, triangle, octagon and so on. These 

geometric shapes do not often appear in nature.



Organic shapes have no real shape. They are more flowy and 
have curves, like shapes found in nature.



Take inside and outside and record what you see 
using words or drawings!

Geometric Shapes Organic Shapes



What happens if we combine geometric and organic shapes 
on top of one another?

These shapes are layered on top of one another to create a 
more interesting composition. Composition is how we organize 
a work of art, so that the elements of art and principles of 
design work together!



LOOK AT THESE SHAPES!
Henri Matisse is the artist who made these two works of art. 
They are made from cut out paper. He would use his scissors to 
create the shapes he wanted without drawing them first, 
therefore naming the technique “drawing with scissors”. 

To learn more about Matisse and his compositions, watch this 
video:

https://youtu.be/s37OoBXkYAc
https://www.henrimatisse.org/images/cutouts/the-beasts-of-the-sea.jpg
https://www.henrimatisse.org/cutouts.jsp#prettyPhoto%5Bpaintings%5D/0/

https://youtu.be/s37OoBXkYAc
https://www.henrimatisse.org/images/cutouts/the-beasts-of-the-sea.jpg
https://www.henrimatisse.org/cutouts.jsp


PRACTICE & PREPARATION:
• Find various paper such as newspaper, magazine 

pages, junk mail, wrapping paper, or anything you are 
allowed to use!

• Inspired by the shapes you found inside and outside 
of your home, and by Matisse’s technique of drawing 
with scissors. Cut those shapes!

COLLAGE:
• Now play around with various compositions, layering, 

and moving them until you have something you are 
happy with and then glue the pieces down!

SHARE:
• Be sure to share your drawing with your art teacher, 

friends, and family!

NOW IT’S 
YOUR TURN!

Art Challenge:  
Create a 
“SHAPES ALL 
AROUND ME” 
collage!



GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN MAKING ART!



Art Challenge #4:

My daily
FORMat!



What is FORM?



Forms- when a two-dimensional (2D) shape becomes 
three- dimensional (3D)!

Shape Form



What kind of art shows form? 

Sculpture
Installations
Ceramics
Jewelry design
Fiber design …just to name a few.

Anything that has depth!



What is sculpture?
Sculpture- art that is 3D and is meant to be 
viewed from multiple angles  



What are some sculptures you know?
Think about art galleries in your community!

Are there any sculptures in the parks near your home?

Are there sculptures in your school or outside of your school? 

Have you ever heard of Griffis Sculpture Park? It’s a great place to view sculptures 
outdoors! Check out their website- http://griffispark.org/

http://griffispark.org/


https://www.moma.org/calendar/

https://youtu.be/7q3y35GB1X4
exhibitions/1505

Watch the video below!
Think about materials you could use to make a sculpture. 

https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1505
https://youtu.be/7q3y35GB1X4
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1505


Head of a Woman, 1909
Pablo Picasso

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/486756

Look closely. What do you see?    

What does it make you think?   

What are you wondering about?

How can you connect to this sculpture?   

What mood does it convey?

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/486756


Guitar, 1914 by Pablo Picasso
https://www.pablopicasso.org/guitar.jsp

Look at this sculpture for one minute.

Write down ten words you think about when you 
look at this work of art.

Look for another minute. Write  ten more words

https://www.pablopicasso.org/guitar.jsp


What do you think this is made of?

The first version was made out of CARDBOARD! 

We recycle cardboard nowadays. 

What other materials like cardboard can you use to make a 
sculpture? 



What materials do 
you think were 
used to create this 
sculpture?



Tara Donovan, Untitled (Paper Plates), c. 2005
https://lamodern.com/2015/10/tara-donovans-plates-and-bubbles/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/tara-donovan/biography

Answer: Paper Plates!

Tara Donovan is an installation 
and sculpture artist. 

She is known for creating art out 
of everyday objects such as pins, 
Styrofoam cups, and paper plates, 
just to name a few. 

https://lamodern.com/auctions-2013/auctions/?auctionID=49&view=AuctionLotProfile&inventoryID=20235
https://lamodern.com/2015/10/tara-donovans-plates-and-bubbles/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/tara-donovan/biography


What do you see in this sculpture?

https://www.upcycledzine.com/plastic-waste-upcycled-into-art-by-aurora-robson/
https://www.aurorarobson.com/kamilo

Aurora Robson, kamilo, 2011, 60” x 
48” x 36”,  100% ocean plastic 
debris

https://www.upcycledzine.com/plastic-waste-upcycled-into-art-by-aurora-robson/
https://www.aurorarobson.com/kamilo


Aurora Robson is known for her 
sculptures and installations made with 
materials she has found in the oceans 
and in nature. 

If we take these recyclable materials and 
repurpose them it is called upcycling. 

Upcycled art- reusing and transforming 
products from daily life into art, usually 
meant as a way to preserve the 
environment



Your art challenge: Create a “My Daily FORMat” 
Sculpture!

Think about materials you that you use on a daily basis that you can upcycle and use in a sculpture such as; 
cereal boxes or boxes from other food items, recyclable plastic bottles, bottle caps, plastic silverware, pop 
cans, pop tops, candy wrappers, dental floss (cleaned),  etc.

Think about how you will connect things: glue, hot glue gun(with permission and supervision), duct tape, 
packing tape, wire (with permission and supervision), paper clips, staples, etc.  OR you can just pile them and 
arrange them so they are balanced without any adhesive.

BE SURE YOU SHARE YOUR UPCYCLED SCUPLTURE WITH YOUR ART 
TEACHER, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS!



GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN MAKING ART!



Art Challenge #5:

Transformations 
with Texture



What is 

texture?



Actual texture- how something actually 
feels. Actual texture is 3D.

Visual texture- how something looks like it 
feel. Visual texture is 2D.



Look around your environment. 

Name FIVE visual textures you can see!
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)



Look around your environment. 

Name FIVE actual textures you can see!
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)





What kinds of textures 
do you see?

How many different 
textures do you see?

Why do you think they 
made this art?



Olek is the artist and lives in 
Brooklyn, NY.

Their art consists of bright colors 
and fibers (yarn & string). 

They often weave around existing 
objects and spaces to make 
people see it in a new way.



Pick a different texture you 
would use to cover this entire 
object. 

Explain why you picked that 
texture?

How does the new texture 
change the object?





Janet Echelman, Skies Painted with 
Unnumbered Spark. Vancouver, Canada, 
2014

She is a sculptor who creates large scale 
artworks mainly with fibers, such as string, 
that totally transforms the environment. 

Wind, light, and weather impact her 
artwork because it is outdoors! 



She transformed the sky with color and 
texture!

What are some things you can transform?

What can you bring from outside, inside to 
transform?

With permission and supervision, go outside 
and explore.

Look for an area or object you can transform 
with TEXTURE! 



Look at the work 
by 
Echelman and Olek.

Think texture! 



Transformations with Texture!

Your art challenge is to transform a space or 
object with texture.

Be sure you have permission!

What texture materials can you use? Dental 
floss, yarn, toothpicks, cotton balls, tissue, 
grass, rocks, twigs, etc.

Be creative and be sure to share your 
transformation with your art teacher, family, 
and friends!



Your art challenge: 
Transformation with Texture
PREPARATION: Go outside and with permission transform a space with 
texture OR bring back an object to transform with texture.

How can you change the space or object with textures you have at 
home? 
You can use non-traditional materials with texture like: toothpicks, cotton balls, fabric, string, yarn, dental 
floss, Q-tips, etc.

Do not alter any street lamps or public property! STICK TO YOUR OWN 
PROPERTY! 



GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN MAKING ART!

I hope you enjoyed completing these challenges 
as much as I enjoyed designing them!


